This species is characterized by the occurrence of glandular trichomes mixed with simple trichomes, both of which are short and dense on the abaxial face, bulliform scales on the costule, and large, brown and glandular indusia. The latter character is not common in Megalastrum. The forms crenulans and glandulosa (Rosent.) C. Chr. were described by Christensen (Kongel. Danske Vidensk. Selsk. Skr. Naturvidensk. Afd. 8(6): 3-132. 1920); material from Misiones is referable to the latter. A revision of the genus is necessary to clarify species boundaries. This species has erect to short creeping rhizomes and fimbriate scales from the base to the middle of the petiole. The sterile fronds are longer than the fertile fronds, the lamina is linear-oblong, attenuate-decurrently based, coriaceous in texture, and with minute, reddish to brown, stellate trichomes on the abaxial surface.
Elaphoglossum pachydermum is in the E. latifolium (Sw.) J. Sm. complex, and was thought to be confined to the Antilles (Mickel, pers. comm.) . Previously it was recorded for Argentina by Hassler (Trab. Inst. Bot. Farmacol. 45: 1-102. 1928 ) as E. latifolium, but the voucher specimem (Parodi 84) could not be located for verification.
With this report, E. pachydermum is documented for the first time for Argentina. The related species, E. macrophyllum (Mett. ex Kuhn) H. Christ and E. macahense (Fée) Rosenst., are known from Brasil.
